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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of the research paper is to examine the historical dynamics of the Keratuan 

Darah Putih, a traditional political institution in South Lampung (Indonesia), within the 
framework of 17th–18th century global trade networks. In this period, the pepper trade, 
Lampung’s most valuable commodity, was tightly controlled by the Banten Sultanate, a 
dominant Islamic polity on the northwestern coast of Java that served as the primary hub of 
the regional pepper trade and issued charters to local rulers to regulate production and 
exchange. The Keratuan Darah Putih, initially centered at Benteng Saksi before relocating to 
Kuripan Saka, maintained close relations with Banten but also developed its own strategies 
when confronted with the growing dominance of the Dutch East India Company (VOC). 
Against this background, the study aims to trace how this polity adapted its economic and 
political position while engaging with competing foreign powers. 

Scientific novelty. The research combines archaeological and historical approaches to 
reconstruct the role of South Lampung in wider maritime networks. Excavations at Benteng 
Saksi and Kuripan Saka yielded ceramics, local pottery, bronze slag, and numismatic evidence, 
including Chinese cash coins and an English East India Company (EIC) coin. These findings, 
supported by historical records and oral traditions, demonstrate that the Keratuan Darah 
Putih actively developed alternative trade relations beyond Banten and the VOC, particularly 
through connections with the EIC based in Bengkulu. Such material evidence provides new 
insights into the adaptive strategies of local elites who resisted monopolistic control by 
shifting their trade orientation westward, thereby maintaining access to global markets. 

Conclusions. The study concludes that the Keratuan Darah Putih was not a passive subject 
of Banten but an active agent within Southeast Asia’s maritime trade networks. Its privileged 
status under Banten, exemption from forced pepper cultivation, and subsequent resistance to 
the VOC monopoly illustrate a trajectory of negotiation, adaptation, and resilience. 
Archaeological remains confirm that economic exchanges occurred through reciprocal, 
redistributive, and market mechanisms embedded in social and political institutions. By 
integrating archaeological discoveries with historical accounts, this research underscores the 
significance of South Lampung as a nodal point of pepper commerce, political contestation, 
and cultural transformation in the early modern period. It highlights how local polities 
leveraged geography, trade routes, and foreign alliances to assert autonomy in the face of 
regional and colonial pressures, thereby contributing to a broader understanding of the 
historical processes that shaped global trade in Southeast Asia. 

Keywords: Lampung, Indonesia, Banten Sultanate, pepper trade, Keratuan Darah Putih, 
archaeological evidence 
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АНОТАЦІЯ 
Мета статті – проаналізувати історичну динаміку Кератуан Дарах Путіх – 

традиційного політичного інституту у Південному Лампунзі (Індонезія), в рамках 
глобальних торгових мереж 17-18 ст. У цей період торгівля перцем – найбільш цінним 
товаром Лампунгу – перебувала під жорстким контролем султанату Бантен, домінуючої 
ісламської держави на північно-західному узбережжі Яви, яка виступала головним 
центром регіональної торгівлі перцем і видавало хартії місцевим правителям 
регулювання виробництва й обміну. Кератуан Дарах Путіх, що спочатку перебував у 
Бентенг Саксі, а потім перемістився у Куріпан Сака, підтримував тісні зв’язки з 
Бантеном, але виробляв і власні стратегії, стикаючись з домінуванням Голландської 
Ост-Індської компанії (VOC). У цьому контексті дослідження спрямоване на те, щоб 
простежити як це політичне утворення адаптувало своє економічне та політичне 
становище, взаємодіючи з конкуруючими іноземними силами. 

Наукова новизна. Дослідження поєднує археологічні й історичні підходи для 
реконструкції ролі Південного Лампунга у ширших морських мережах. Розкопки у 
Бентенг Саксі та Куріпан Сака дали кераміку, місцевий глиняний посуд, бронзовий 
шлак і нумізматичні знахідки, включаючи китайські монети та монету Англійської Ост-
Індської компанії (EIC). Ці дані, підкріплені історичними джерелами й усними 
традиціями, демонструють, що Кератуан Дарах Путіх активно розвивав альтернативні 
торговельні зв’язки поза Бантеном і VOC, зокрема через контакти з EIC, що базувалася у 
Бенгкулу. Представлений матеріал дає нові уявлення про адаптивні стратегії місцевих 
еліт, які чинили опір монополістичному контролю, зміщуючи свою торгову орієнтацію 
на захід і, тим самим, зберігаючи доступ до глобальних ринків. 

Висновки. Дослідження показує, що Кератуан Дарах Путіх був пасивним суб’єктом 
Бантена, але активним агентом у морських торгових мережах Південно-Східної Азії. 
Його привілейований статус при Бантені, звільнення від примусового вирощування 
перцю та подальший опір монополії VOC відображають траєкторію переговорів, 
адаптацію та стійкість. Археологічні дані підтверджують, що економічні обміни 
здійснювалися через взаємні, перерозподільні та ринкові механізми, вбудовані у 
соціальні та політичні інститути. Інтеграція археологічних знахідок з історичними 
джерелами підкреслює значення Південного Лампунга як вузлового пункту торгівлі 
перцем, політичної боротьби та культурної трансформації у ранній час. Показано, як 
місцеві політії використовували географічне положення, торгові маршрути та зовнішні 
союзи для затвердження своєї автономії в умовах регіонального та колоніального 
тиску, тим самим сприяючи ширшому розумінню історичних процесів, що сформували 
глобальну торгівлю у Південно-Східній Азії. 

Ключові слова: Лампунг, Індонезія, Бантенський султанат, торгівля перцем, 
Кератуан Дарах Путіх, археологічні дані 
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INTRODUCTION 
Throughout the history of civilization, strategic locations along trade routes have 

significantly influenced the growth of cities and kingdoms. In Asia, major civilizations 
such as the Yellow River Valley in China and the Indus Valley in India emerged in 
geographically strategic areas that facilitated economic and cultural exchange as early 
as the 4th millennium BCE. Similarly, Southeast Asia witnessed the development of 
urban centers and political power due to intense transregional trade relations, 
particularly from the first century CE onward. In the Sumatra region, early kingdoms 
such as Kan-to-li and Ko-ying maintained close trade relations with India and China 
and were known as prominent port cities. Lampung, located in southern Sumatra, is 
mentioned in epigraphic records as part of the Srivijaya realm. Its involvement in 
external trade contributed to the evolution of local political institutions1. 

By the 17th and 18th centuries, Lampung played a key role in the regional pepper 
trade within the Southeast Asian maritime network. Under the influence of the 
Banten Sultanate, pepper became the principal commodity that strengthened political 
and economic ties between Lampung and Banten2. 

Banten asserted its authority over Lampung through political alliances and the 
formal recognition of local leaders, such as the Keratuan of Darah Putih in South 
Lampung. Nevertheless, Lampung was not merely a passive actor in this relationship. 
Local elites, such as Raden Intan, demonstrated strategic adaptability amid the 
declining control of both Banten and the Dutch East India Company (VOC – 
Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie, in Dutch) in the 18th century. They developed 
alternative trade networks, particularly with English and Chinese merchants, thereby 
reducing reliance on the monopolistic trade systems imposed by Banten and the 
VOC3.  

Based on this historical context, the purpose of this research paper is to analyze 
the dynamics of the relationship between South Lampung and the Banten Sultanate 
during the 17th and 18th centuries, particularly in the context of the pepper trade. The 
research also explores patterns of commodity exchange as evidenced by 
archaeological remains from old village sites in South Lampung and oral traditions 
still preserved by local communities. 

 

                                                
1 McGee T.G. The Southeast Asian City: A Social Geography of the Primate Cities of Southeast Asia. 
London: Bell and Sons, 1969. P. 29-40; Manguin P.-Y. Srivijaya: Trade and Connectivity in the Pre-modern 
Malay World. Journal of Urban Archaeology. 2021. Vol. 3. P. 87-100. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1484/j.jua.5.123677; Triwurjani Rr. Trade During Pre-Sriwijaya (4th–5th Centuries 
AD). Berkala Arkeologi. 2011. Vol. 31 (1). P. 57-73. DOI: https://doi.org/10.30883/jba.v31i1.418 
2 Amran F. Sumbangan Kohler untuk Sejarah Lampung. Lampung Post. 2016. 03.01. P. 14; 
Djajadiningrat H. Tinjauan Kritis Tentang Sajarah Banten. Jakarta: Djambatan, 1983. P. 131; Köhler J.H.R. 
Bijdrage tot de Kennis der Geschiedenis van de Lampongs. Tijdschrift voor Nederlandsch-Indie (new 
series). 1874. Vol. III. P. 122-151. 
3 Ota A. Cooperation, Compromise, and Network-making: State-Society Relationship in the Sultanate of 
Banten, 1750-1808. Southeast Asia: History and Culture. 2008. No. 37. P. 137-165. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.5512/sea.2008.37_137; Basset D.K. British Trade and Policy in Indonesia 1760-1772. 
Bijdragen Tot de Taal-, Land- En Volkenkunde. 1964. Vol. 120 (2). P. 197-223; Cortesao A. The Suma 
Oriental Of Tome Pires: An Account Of The East, From The Red Sea To Japan. Nendeln, Liechtenstein: 
Kraus Reprint Limited, 1967. P. 158; Nurhakim L., Fadillah M.A. Lada: Politik Ekonomi Banten di 
Lampung. Analisis Hasil Penelitian Arkeologi III: Agrikultur Berdasarkan Data Arkeologi. Jakarta: 
Departemen Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan RI, 1990. P. 258-274. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 
The study of pepper trade in Lampung has consistently highlighted the strategic 

significance of this region in global commerce since the 17th century. Atsushi Ota4 
emphasizes the dominance of the Banten Sultanate in Lampung during this period, 
particularly through its ability to exploit local conflicts to control the pepper trade 
without deploying direct military intervention. By the mid-18th century, Dutch 
influence in the region grew, especially through initiatives aimed at direct pepper 
cultivation. However, their inability to address local socio-political issues created 
opportunities for traders from Palembang, England, and China, who offered more 
favorable trading terms. This shift contributed to Lampung’s increasing integration 
into an independent international trading network. 

Further insights into the importance of Lampung in the pepper trade are provided 
by Gregorius Andika Ariwibowo5. His research highlights the role of the Tulang 
Bawang River as the primary route for the distribution of pepper from Lampung from 
the 17th to the early 20th century. Ariwibowo also examines the impact of Dutch trade 
monopoly policies in the Lampung Residency, which significantly shaped the region’s 
economic development. Despite Dutch efforts to establish full control, local powers 
played a critical role in maintaining economic balance within the region. Laelatul 
Masroh6 adds another layer of understanding by examining the forced pepper 
cultivation imposed by the Banten Sultanate. Under this system, local communities 
were obliged to plant pepper and sell the harvest exclusively to Banten. While this 
created a strong economic dependency on Banten, it also provided security and 
protection for the local population under Banten’s political umbrella. 

Meanwhile, studies by Lukman Nurhakim and Mohammad Ali Fadillah7, as well as 
Iim Imadudin8, illustrate the complex dynamics between the Banten Sultanate, the 
Dutch East India Company (VOC), and the colonial administration of the Netherlands 
Indies. These powers competed for control over pepper production and trade in 
Lampung. During the VOC era, trade was characterized by monopolistic practices. At 
the same time, the later period under the Dutch colonial state was marked by the 
economic exploitation of local resources through various agrarian systems. 

Although extensive research has been conducted on the pepper trade in Lampung 
and its relations with both the Banten Sultanate and Dutch colonial powers, there 
remains a notable gap in the literature concerning the material and cultural 
conditions of trade as seen from archaeological evidence and oral traditions. This 
study seeks to address that gap by investigating the dynamics of exchange and trade 
activities in historical village settlements in South Lampung. The main objective is to 
understand the relationship between South Lampung and the Banten Sultanate 

                                                
4 Ota A. Cooperation, Compromise, and Network-making… P. 149. 
5 Ariwibowo G.A. Aktivitas Ekonomi dan Perdagangan Di Karesidenan Lampung Pada Periode 1856 
Hingga 1930. Patanjala. 2018. Vol. 10 (2). P. 331-346. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.30959/patanjala.v10i2.361; Ariwibowo G.A. Sungai Tulang Bawang Dalam 
Perdagangan Lada Di Lampung Pada Periode 1684 Hingga 1914. Jurnal Masyarakat Dan Budaya. 2018. 
Vol. 19 (2). P. 253-268. DOI: https://doi.org/10.14203/jmb.v19i2.442 
6 Masroh L. Perkebunan dan Perdagangan Lada di Lampung Tahun 1816-1942. Sejarah Dan Budaya. 
2015. Vol. 9 (1). P. 64-78. 
7 Nurhakim L., Fadillah M.A. Lada: Politik Ekonomi Banten di Lampung… P. 258-274. 
8 Imadudin I. Perdagangan Lada di Lampung dalam Tiga Masa (1653-1930). Patanjala. 2016. Vol. 8 (3). 
P. 349-364. DOI: https://doi.org/10.30959/patanjala.v8i3.14 
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within international trade during the 17th and 18th centuries, drawing upon 
archaeological findings and living oral traditions. By adopting this approach, the 
research aims to provide new insights into the socio-economic and cultural structures 
that emerged from pepper trade networks in the region, with particular attention to 
the areas surrounding the Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites. 

 
RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative research approach to interpret and understand 
the social, economic, and cultural dynamics of South Lampung communities within 
the context of the pepper trade during the 17th and 18th centuries. Qualitative 
research is inherently interdisciplinary and applicable across various fields such as 
anthropology, sociology, philosophy, social psychology, and linguistics. In this 
context, the qualitative approach emphasizes explaining research problems through 
the stages of data collection, analysis, and interpretation. The primary aim is to gain a 
contextual understanding of human behavior and social interactions in the past using 
naturalistic and interpretative methods9. 

Two main approaches are applied to address the research problems: archaeology 
and history. The archaeological approach examines material cultural remains that are 
not documented in written records but reflect the lives of past societies. 
Archaeological evidence provides insights into how production, distribution, and 
consumption activities were organized in both local and regional contexts. This type 
of data offers several advantages: first, it often serves as the only source of 
information on past societies not represented in textual records, revealing diverse 
human experiences and social forms absent in modern or historical documentation. 
Second, archaeology uncovers aspects of life among marginalized groups such as 
peasants, commoners, and enslaved people – segments frequently excluded from 
early historical narratives. Third, archaeological findings offer long-term perspectives 
on social change, capturing the origins of agriculture, urban development, and 
broader transformative processes10. 

The historical approach complements archaeology by establishing chronological 
frameworks and socio-political contexts essential for interpreting material remains. 
Historical sources illuminate cultural sequences, trade routes, systems of governance, 
and intergroup relations. From an anthropological-historical perspective, this method 
also facilitates the exploration of local dynamics that may be underrepresented in 
colonial records11. 

This research focuses on the South Lampung region (fig. 1), particularly the 
Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites. The term Benteng (meaning ‘fort’ or 
‘fortification’ in Indonesian) refers to structures that served as defensive and 
administrative centers in the past. Geographically, the area features hilly and 
mountainous terrain in the west, dominated by Mount Rajabasa, and lowland plains 
                                                
9 Creswell J.W. Research Design: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. California: Sage Publications 
Inc., 1994. P. 37-47; Dhobi S. PhD Research in Humanities & Social Sciences: Methods & Approaches. 
Patan Pragya. 2022. Vol. 10 (1). P. 179-187. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3126/pragya.v10i01.50755 
10 Smith M.E., Feinman G.M., Drennan R.D., Earle T., Morris I. Archaeology as a social science. Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 2012. Vol. 109 (20). P. 7617-7621. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1201714109 
11 Steward J.H. The Direct Historical Approach to Archaeology. American Antiquity. 1942. Vol. 7 (4). 
P. 337-343. 
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in the east, traversed by multiple 
rivers. Among them, the Pisang River 
– a tributary of the Sekampung River 
flowing into the Java Sea – once 
served as a vital transportation 
corridor connecting the highlands to 
wider trade networks; this geographic 
positioning made South Lampung a 
strategic node in the pepper 
distribution system12. 

According to Wiryawan et al.13, 
Lampung’s landscape consists of five 
topographical units: mountainous 
zones, rolling hills, alluvial plains, tidal 
swamps, and river basins. Several 
major rivers – including the Way 
Sekampung (265 km long), Way 
Semangka (90 km long), Way Seputih 
(190 km long), Way Jepara (50 km 
long), Way Tulangbawang (136 km 
long), and Way Mesuji (220 km long) – 

further define the hydrological character of the region. 

 
Fig. 2. Flowchart of the research methodology stages 

 
Data were collected through a literature review and direct field investigation. The 

literature review focused on historical sources and previous research on the pepper 
trade, the Banten Sultanate, and VOC interactions. Fieldwork consisted of surface 
                                                
12 Wahyul Falah, et al. Geologi Situs Benteng Saksi dan Kuripan Saka, Kabupaten Lampung Selatan. 
Panalungtik. 2021. Vol. 4 (1). P. 1-16. DOI: https://doi.org/10.24164/pnk.v4i1.47; Saptono N. Peppers 
Transportation System on Production Stage: Archaeological Study on Lampung Society During Banten 
Sultanate Era. In: Faizal U., Gemala (Eds.). Proceedings of the International Forum on Spice Route 2022. 
2022. P. 336-350. 
13 Wiryawan B., Marsden B., Dutton I.M. Atlas sumberdaya wilayah pesisir Lampung: Suatu hasil dan 
proses. Jurnal pesisir dan lautan. 1999. Vol. 2 (3). P. 27-41. 

 
Fig. 1. Overview of topographic units in Lampung 

(source: Wiryawan, et al., 1999, p. 29) 
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surveys and archaeological excavations at Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka, formerly 
key settlements and political centers of the Keratuan Darah Putih (a traditional 
Lampung political institution). Excavation units were selected based on artifact 
concentrations, the presence of structural features, and areas considered to have high 
archaeological potential, including fortification perimeters and architectural zones. 

Analysis proceeded through inductive and interpretative methods (fig. 2). 
Archaeological data were used to reconstruct settlement patterns, trade distribution 
mechanisms, and socio-political relations. Historical sources provided comparative 
context, enriching the interpretation of material remains. The study culminated in an 
explanatory phase involving cross-referencing between archaeological evidence and 
historical records, aiming to construct a comprehensive understanding of South 
Lampung’s role within the global pepper trade network of the 17th and 18th centuries. 

 
TRACES OF AN OLD SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH LAMPUNG 

The Lampung people, traditionally practicing swidden agriculture, have a long-
established pattern of shifting settlements. The community that would later form the 
political institution known as the Keratuan Darah Putih initially originated from 
groups residing along the banks of the Sekampung River. Over time, they separated 
from their parent group and migrated toward the northeastern slopes of Mount 
Rajabasa. 

According to local oral traditions, the earliest settlement center of the Keratuan 
Darah Putih was located at Benteng Saksi before it was later relocated to Kuripan, a 
site now referred to as Kuripan Saka. This relocation reflects the dynamics of internal 
sociopolitical developments and the adaptation to geographical and ecological 
conditions. 

Geomorphologically, the northeastern slopes of Mount Rajabasa are characterized 
by undulating terrain. The area is traversed by the Pisang River, which originates 
from the mountain and carves out a longitudinal valley from the northwest to the 
southeast. The more rugged mountainous zones are concentrated in the 
southwestern and northeastern sections of the region. Benteng Saksi is situated along 
the banks of the Pisang River, while Kuripan Saka lies further upstream, near the 
confluence with one of its tributaries. 

 
BENTENG SAKSI SITE 

The Benteng Saksi site is administratively located in Kuripan Village, Penengahan 
Subdistrict, northeast of Mount Rajabasa, Lampung, Sumatra (fig. 3). Geographically, 
the site lies at coordinates 5°43’3.14” S and 105°41’6.65” E, with an elevation of 
approximately 31 meters above sea level. The geomorphological character of the area 
is an undulating plain with relatively flat topography. 

Benteng Saksi is situated between two rivers (fig. 4). To the east flows the Way 
Pisang River, which originates in the south and meanders along its course. On the 
western side, the Way Batuaji River also flows from the south and converges with the 
Way Pisang River southeast of the site. These two rivers serve as natural boundaries 
for the settlement on the east and west sides. On the northern and southern 
peripheries, remnants of an earthen fortification are present. These fortifications 
consist of soil embankments approximately 2 meters wide and 1 meter high. The 
northern and southern embankments span a length of about 120 meters, with the 



 E M I N A K  

Eminak, 2026, 1 (53) 

386 

eastern end reaching the banks of the Way Pisang and the western end terminating at 
the Way Batuaji. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Map of the site area of Benteng (fort) Saksi and Kuripan Saka 

(source: Peta Indonesia earth surface map Sheet 1110-23 Kalianda. Badan Koordinasi Survei dan 
Pemetaan Nasional Republik Indonesia, 1999 with modification by authors) 

 

 
Fig. 4. Situation of the Benteng Saksi site 

(source: Saptono, 2018. Created based on location plotting and GoogleEarth imagery) 
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South of the southern rampart lies a shallow trench, which runs parallel to the 
embankment and may have functioned as a defensive moat. A footpath currently 
bisects the site, running through the settlement area. Approximately 55 meters south 
of the southern rampart stands the grave of Ratu Darah Putih, a figure of historical 
and symbolic significance within the local tradition (fig. 5). 

 

 
 

Fig. 5. Remains of the earthen rampart at the Benteng Saksi site (source: Saptono, 2016) 
 
KURIPAN SAKA SITE 

The Kuripan Saka site is administratively located in Banyuurip Kuripan Hamlet, 
Kuripan Village. Geographically, it lies at coordinates 5°43’37.36” S and 
105°40’43.29” E, with an elevation of approximately 55 meters above sea level. The 
geomorphology of the area is characterized by slightly undulating terrain. The site is 
situated on a raised landform, making it appear as an elevated ‘island’ relative to the 
surrounding landscape (fig. 6). 

The site is bordered by the Way Tulang River to the north and west, while a 
smaller tributary flows along the eastern and southern edges. Within the site area, 
remnants of an earthen fortification (benteng tanah) are still visible, although the 
structures are no longer fully intact. 

On the northern side, a section of the fortification runs parallel to the riverbank, 
functioning as a form of riverside defense. Two embankment features – likely once 
part of a single continuous structure – can be identified in the northeast. On the 
southwest side, three discontinuous segments of earthen ramparts are present, which 
may also have originally formed a single unit. 

Additionally, three ancient graves are located in the southwestern part of the site. 
The first grave is positioned directly adjacent to the western embankment and is 
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marked by a flat gravestone at the northern end and a stone marker at the southern 
end. Further south, near the southwestern edge of the site, another grave is marked 
with a flat gravestone bearing decorative vine-like (sulur-suluran) motifs on the lower 
part, while the upper part remains unornamented. Numerous stones are scattered 
around the grave, possibly functioning as part of the grave’s border or marker (jirat). 

 
Fig. 6. Situation of Kuripan Saka Site 

(source: Saptono, 2018. Created based on location plotting and GoogleEarth imagery) 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIALS UNCOVERED DURING EXCAVATIONS 
Excavations conducted at the Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites in 2018 

yielded many archaeological materials, including artifacts and non-artifactual 
remains. In archaeological research, artifacts represent crucial data sources. 
Accumulating artifacts provides quantitative and qualitative insights into past human 
behavior, environmental contexts, cultural relationships, and chronological 
frameworks14. However, it is important to note that not all human behaviors are 
captured in material form – only a small portion becomes encoded in artifacts.  

Artifacts recovered by archaeologists have undergone a lengthy transformation – 
from their initial production and use to abandonment or disposal, and finally to their 
discovery. Throughout this trajectory, artifacts are subject to various cultural and 
non-cultural processes, which can alter their spatial distribution, quantity, form, and 
                                                
14 Douglass M.J., Wandsnider L.A., Holdaway S.J. Surface Artifact Scatters, Data Collection, and Significance: 
Case Studies from Australia and the United States. Advances in Archaeological Practice. 2023. Vol. 11 (1). 
P. 29-41. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/aap.2022.37; Ragir S. A Review of Techniques for Archaeological 
Sampling. Heizer R.F., Graham J.A. (Eds.). A Guide to Field Methods in Archaeology: Approaches to the 
Anthropology of the Dead. Palo Alto, CA: The National Press, 1967. P. 181-198. 
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interrelationships15. Furthermore, not all artifacts are durable; many deteriorate or 
are destroyed over time. Consequently, only a small fraction of artifacts survive, and 
an even smaller portion is eventually recovered through archaeological excavation. 
As a result, it is understandable that not all aspects of a past culture can be 
reconstructed from the limited artifacts uncovered at a given site. 

The significance of artifacts lies in their role as primary sources for reconstructing 
past human lifeways. This reconstruction is achieved through a systematic process of 
artifact analysis, which subsequently forms the basis for interpreting various 
research questions. In a typical archaeological site, artifacts may include wood, bone, 
stone, metal, pottery, and ceramics. 

At the Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites, excavations revealed archaeological 
remains in ceramic fragments, pottery, metal objects, and stone tools. Additionally, 
bronze slag, animal bones, and resin (damar) were discovered. A detailed list of these 
archaeological materials is presented in the following table. 

 
Table 1: The variety of findings in the excavation box  

(compiled by authors) 
Variety of findings 

№ Site/box 

ce
ra

m
ic
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po
tt

er
y 

m
et

al
 

st
on

es
 

re
si

n 

bo
ne

s 

Description 

I Benteng 
Saksi 

v v v*) v**) v v***) *) coin and wire 
**) obsidian 
***) bovidae jaw 

II Kuripan 
Saka 

v v v*) v**)  v***) *) chinese coin (locally known as kepeng), 
EIC coin, iron, bronze slag, bronze 
**) obsidian, smoothing stone (munthu), 
pumice stone 
***) deer antler dan bovidae jaw 

 
The analysis of pottery and ceramic fragments recovered from the Benteng Saksi 

and Kuripan Saka sites aims to provide typological data on the artifacts. Such 
typological information is valuable for interpreting the activities at the sites. When 
examined in relation to site location, artifact typology can offer insights into land-use 
patterns and spatial settings during occupation. 

The pottery fragments from both sites were generally fired at relatively low 
temperatures, as indicated by dark discoloration – typically black – on the interior 
surfaces. Some fragments display incised decorative patterns, such as parallel lines on 
the vessel bodies. Additionally, several fragments exhibit traces of red slip. 

Typologically, the pottery fragments from both Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka 
include forms such as bowls, plates, cups, water jars (kendi), cooking pots (periuk), 
and storage jars (tempayan). Lids and stove component fragments were found 
                                                
15 Bertran P., Todisco D., Bordes J.-G., Discamps E., Vallin L. Perturbation assessment in archaeological sites 
as part of the taphonomic study: a review of methods used to document the impact of natural processes 
on site formation and archaeological interpretations. Paleo Revue d’Archeologie Prehistorique. 2019. 
Vol. 30 (1). P. 52-75. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4000/paleo.4378 
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exclusively at the Kuripan Saka site. These artifacts suggest they were primarily 
utilitarian household items used in everyday domestic activities. 

 

 
 

Fig. 7. The presence of a black core within the 
pottery fabric indicates insufficient or 

incomplete firing during the production process 
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 
 

Fig. 8. Pottery fragments featuring linear 
incisions and tumpal (triangular) decorative 

patterns  
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 

 
 

Fig. 9. Red-slipped pottery 
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 

 
 

Fig. 10. Fragments of Chinese ceramics 
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 
Typological analysis of ceramic fragments recovered from the excavations at 

Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka indicates a variety of vessel forms, including bowls, 
plates, jars, flasks, ewers, containers (cepuk), bottles, and cups (fig. 7-10). The 
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majority of these ceramic fragments are blue-and-white ware featuring underglaze 
decorations. However, several fragments also exhibit overglaze red-painted motifs. 
Based on material characteristics and production techniques, the ceramics originate 
from various regions, including China, Thailand, and Europe. The Chinese ceramic 
fragments can be attributed to the Ming and Qing dynasties, dating approximately 
from the 15th to the 19th centuries CE. 

 

 
 

Fig. 11. Chinese Coin Findings at the Benteng 
Saksi Site  

(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 

 
 

Fig. 12. Chinese coin found at Kuripan Saka site 
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 
 

Fig. 13. EIC coin finding at the Kuripan Saka site 
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 

 
 

Fig. 14. Bronze slag found at the Kuripan Saka site 
(source: Author’s documentation, 2018) 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN MARITIME TRADE AND THE BANTEN-LAMPUNG 
ALLIANCE 

Maritime trade in Southeast Asia has a long history, with formal commercial 
relations between China and Southeast Asian regions dating back to the 
2nd century BCE. These interactions intensified following the unification of China 
under Emperor Qin Shi Huang in the 3rd century BCE. Merchants from southern China 
began sailing to regions such as Annam, the Gulf of Tonkin, and the northern coasts of 
Borneo, seeking commodities such as pearls, tortoise shells, elephant ivory, 
rhinoceros horn, and various tropical fruits. To support this trade, Emperor Qin Shi 
Huang established a port at Panyu (modern-day Guangzhou) to facilitate the export of 
Chinese goods to southern territories. During this period, silk textiles and jade 
emerged as China’s primary export commodities16. 

By the 7th to 9th centuries CE, Chinese trade had extended to the Ho-ling kingdom, 
with documented exchanges involving turtle shells, gold, silver, rhinoceros horn, and 
elephant ivory17. Rhinoceros horns – particularly the white variety known as fresh 
horn – were especially valuable. In addition to active hunting, horns were sometimes 
collected from deceased animals, referred to as ‘dropped in the hills horn’18.  

The spice trade also began to flourish around the 12th century, with high demand 
for cloves (Syzygium aromaticum), nutmeg (Myristica fragrans), and black pepper 
(Piper nigrum). Although black pepper is native to Kerala on the Malabar Coast of 
southwestern India, Chinese sources often cited Java as a key production center. Chau 
Ju-kua, however, noted that most pepper was imported from Malabar19. 

The spice trade, particularly in pepper, experienced a significant transformation 
following the Portuguese conquest of Malacca in 1511. With control over Malacca, the 
Portuguese gained dominance over one of Asia’s most important trade gateways. The 
Demak Sultanate in Java attempted to liberate Malacca in 1512 and 1513 but failed in 
both efforts. Consequently, European and South Asian traders began redirecting their 
maritime routes through Aceh, along the western coast of Sumatra, through the 
Sunda Strait, and onward to Banten, Java, and the Maluku Islands20. 

As a major political and economic power in Java, the Sultanate of Banten played a 
key role in strengthening international trade networks. One of its strategies was to 
consolidate its influence over Lampung in southern Sumatra by forming alliances 
with local rulers. These alliances were formalized through charters or piagam, 
including the Kuripan Charter (Piagam Kuripan), which documented a pact between 
Banten and the Keratuan Darah Putih polity in Rajabasa, Lampung21. The Kuripan 
                                                
16 Gungwu W. The Nanhai Trade: A Study of the Early History of Chinese Trade in the South China Sea. 
Journal of the Malayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. 1958. Vol. 31 (2), № 182. P. 16-30. 
17 Groeneveldt W.P. Historical Notes on Indonesia and Malaya: Compiled from Chinese Source. Jakarta: 
Bhratara, 1960. P. 13. 
18 Ju-kua C. Chu-fan-chi: Chinese and Arab Trade in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries. St. Petersburg: 
The Imperial Academy of Sciences, 1911. P. 195-196. 
19 Reid A. Dari Ekspansi Hingga Krisis: Jaringan Perdagangan Global Asia Tenggara 1450-1680. Jilid II. 
Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 1999. P. 15-25. 
20 Maulana W.I., Astana C.B., Wijayanti F., Kumalasari D. Maritime Activities of the Demak Sultanate: 
Shipping and Trade Route in the Nusantara Network (1478-1546). Journal of Al-Tamaddun. 2024. 
Vol. 19 (1). P. 262. DOI: https://doi.org/10.22452/JAT.vol19no1.19  
21 Hakiki K.M., Effendi E., Badruzaman B., Badi’ah S., Musofa A. Prasasti Dalung Kuripan; Dokumentasi 
Perjanjian Banten – Lampung Tahun 1552 M. Al-Adyan: Jurnal Studi Lintas Agama. 2021. Vol. 15 (2). 
P. 308-310. DOI: https://doi.org/10.24042/ajsla.v15i2.8214  
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Charter, written in Pegon script and the Bantenese language, mentions two figures: 
Ratu Darah Putih, the ruler of Lampung, and Pangeran Sabakingking, a title referring 
to Sultan Hasanuddin of Banten (r. 1552–1570 CE). 

The charter stipulates mutual legal obligations and protections between the two 
regions. For instance, if a man from Lampung assaulted a woman from Banten and 
she did not consent, the perpetrator from Lampung would be punished, and vice 
versa. It also ensured reciprocal labor protections, forbidding coercion in land 
clearing or carrying burdens. Additionally, the charter reflects a military alliance, 
stating that in times of war, if Banten faced an enemy, its troops would lead, with 
Lampung following; conversely, if Lampung were attacked, its forces would lead with 
Banten in support22. 

The alliance between Lampung and Banten, which initially focused on political, 
social, and military aspects, gradually extended into the realm of trade. During Sultan 
Syifa Zainul Arifin (1733–1750), two inscriptions were issued in 1746. The first 
inscription announced the appointment of Prince Jayasinga as the Sultan’s 
representative for the Tulangbawang region in Tagi (modern-day Tegineneng). The 
second inscription mandated every person to plant one thousand pepper vines and 
included provisions of criminal law related to pepper cultivation. Similarly, during the 
reign of Sultan Zaenul Asyikin, two additional inscriptions were issued. The first, 
dated 1761, documented the appointment of Tumenggung Tanuyuda as a penggawa 
(local leader) of Penet, while the second, from 1771, reiterated the obligation of 
pepper cultivation for all inhabitants of Lampung23.  

In the 16th–17th centuries, Banten produced up to 2,000 tons of pepper annually. 
Pepper was a cultivated crop grown specifically for the market. Cultivators were 
required to maintain the pepper plants carefully for three years before harvesting. 
The involvement of hundreds of thousands of people in pepper cultivation to meet 
global demand was a tangible economic consequence of the spice trade boom24. 

Internal conflict in Banten between Sultan Ageng Tirtayasa and Sultan Haji had a 
significant impact on the VOC’s trading interests in Lampung25. The Dutch East India 
Company (VOC) had developed a master plan to expand its relations with commodity-
producing regions by establishing warehouses (factorijen) or trading agency offices. 
These establishments were meant to facilitate trade without necessarily taking over 
political control. Exclusive trading privileges and access to local labor often 
accompanied the right to establish warehouses and offices. 

The VOC’s main trading commodities from Banten included rice, timber, bird’s 
nests, and pepper – the latter sourced specifically from Lampung. Contracts required 
all Lampung pepper to be sold exclusively to the VOC. To monitor pepper supply and 
ensure the commodity was not traded to other parties, the VOC stationed agents and 
employees in Menggala, Boemi Agoeng, and Samangka. 

These agents and employees were responsible for recording all matters related to 
the pepper trade. Around 1752, the VOC began deploying staff to Lampung. However, 

                                                
22 Djajadiningrat H. Tinjauan Kritis Tentang Sajarah Banten… P. 131-134; Hakiki K.M., et al. Prasasti 
Dalung Kuripan… P. 316-318. 
23 Nurhakim L., Fadillah M.A. Politik Ekonomi Banten di Lampung… P. 257-274 
24 Reid A. Dari Ekspansi Hingga Krisis… P. 15-25. 
25 Amran F. Datang Demi Lada. Lampung Post. 2015. 20.06. P. 16; Köhler J.H.R. Bijdrage tot de Kennis der 
Geschiedenis van de Lampongs… P. 122-151. 
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this move was not welcomed by all local leaders. In response, the VOC in Batavia 
prepared a military expedition to Lampung on 8 August 1682, led by Koopman 
Everhard van der Schuur26. The expedition departed from Banten on 24 August 1682 
aboard VOC ships De Alexander, Odijk, and De Schmit, carrying two companies of 
soldiers. Sultan Haji also dispatched four royal ships led by Prince Natanegara and 
Arya Wangsayudha. 

The VOC and Banten troops arrived in Lampung on 29 August 1682 and anchored 
at the village of Tanjung Tiran. However, they failed to reach an agreement with the 
local population. The expedition then moved to the waters of Teluk Semangka and 
anchored at Karang Kandang, a Banten-controlled customs post. Once again, the 
locals rejected their presence, many of whom remained loyal to Sultan Ageng 
Tirtayasa. The expedition led by van der Schuur ultimately failed to secure Lampung’s 
cooperation. On 21 November 1682, the expedition returned to Banten27. 

 
HISTORICAL TRACES OF SETTLEMENT AT THE BENTENG SAKSI AND KURIPAN SAKA SITES: 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONNECTIVITY IN LAMPUNG, 16TH TO 18TH CENTURY 

Based on oral traditions preserved by local communities, the historical traces of 
settlement at the Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites suggest that these areas were 
part of an old network of villages surrounding Mount Rajabasa. Colonial records – 
such as those written by Köhler28 – also provide important information regarding the 
local power structure and significant events in this region, including armed resistance 
by indigenous leaders such as Radin Intan I, Radin Imba, and Radin Intan II, along 
with their successors. The Benteng Saksi site is believed to have been occupied since 
the reign of Ratu Darah Putih and remained significant through the time of Radin 
Intan I. The settlement of Kuripan (also known as Kahuripan) is also mentioned in 
both historical sources and local oral narratives as one of the key locations associated 
with the struggles led by Radin Intan I and II29. 

According to oral tradition, the Keratuan Darah Putih is genealogically linked to 
the Sultanate of Banten. During the 16th to 18th centuries, the Sultanate of Banten 
exerted considerable influence over local powers in Lampung. Nearly all community 
leaders and their respective groups were under the authority of Banten. However, the 
Sultanate’s primary concern was global trade, particularly in pepper, which was 
abundantly produced in Lampung. Several royal charters (piagam) issued by the 
Sultanate of Banten to the rulers and people of Lampung generally contained 
cooperation agreements. However, behind these agreements, Banten also exercised 
control over the production system through compulsory cultivation and the 
monopoly of international trade. In the case of pepper, the Kuripan Charter did not 
include any clause mandating its cultivation by every individual. Among the various 
charters (dalung) conveyed by Banten to Lampung, the Keratuan Darah Putih in 
Kuripan appears to have received special privileges from the Sultanate. 

                                                
26 Bukri, Sayuti H., Soepangat, Sukiji. Sejarah Daerah Lampung. Bandar Lampung: Departemen 
Pendidikan Dan kebudayaan, 1997/1998. P. 66; Köhler J.H.R. Bijdrage tot de Kennis der Geschiedenis van 
de Lampongs… P. 122-151. 
27 Bukri, Sayuti H., Soepangat, Sukiji. Sejarah Daerah Lampung… P. 67. 
28 Köhler J.H.R. Bijdrage tot de Kennis der Geschiedenis van de Lampongs… P. 122-151. 
29 Bukri, Sayuti H., Soepangat, Sukiji. Sejarah Daerah Lampung… P. 45; Köhler J.H.R. Bijdrage tot de Kennis 
der Geschiedenis van de Lampongs… 
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As reflected in the charters, the relationship between Banten and Lampung reveals 
several exchange patterns. In socio-political terms, Karl Polanyi classifies exchange 
mechanisms into three categories: reciprocal, redistributive, and traditional market 
exchange. Reciprocal exchange refers to the obligation to give and receive among 
individuals with differing social relationships. Redistributive exchange involves 
contributions of goods and services to a central authority or community leader, who then 
allocates a portion for public use or as gifts. In traditional market exchange, participants 
are not bound by specific social obligations, and bargaining is often involved30. 

A reciprocal exchange model was evident in the early stages of the Lampung–
Banten relationship. After performing the siba ritual – an act of acknowledging 
Banten’s supreme authority – Lampung’s local leaders received recognition as rulers 
within their respective territories, symbolized through the granting of regalia. As the 
relationship developed and Banten faced increasing demands for pepper, Lampung 
fulfilled these needs in return for certain privileges, including Banten’s appointment 
of penggawa (local officials) in Lampung. This evolving relationship facilitated a 
redistributive exchange model between Lampung’s communities and the penggawa. 
The people paid taxes on pepper trade profits to the penggawa and, in turn, received 
various benefits and services provided by these officials. 

During the reign of Sultan Haji (1683-1687), the trade monopoly in Lampung 
intensified under the growing dominance of the VOC. Sultan Haji, the crown prince of 
Banten, ceded several territories formerly under Sultan Ageng Tirtayasa’s control – 
including Lampung – to the Dutch as a reward for their assistance in his struggle 
against Sultan Ageng. This arrangement was first outlined in a letter dated March 12, 
1682, from Sultan Haji to Major Isaac de Saint Martin, Admiral of a VOC fleet stationed 
in Banten. In the letter, Sultan Haji requested military support. He promised to 
surrender the territories of Tirtayasa along with key pepper-producing regions such 
as Lampung and other lands that Major/Captain Moor desired. This promise was later 
formalized in a treaty dated August 22, 1682, which granted the VOC exclusive rights 
to the pepper trade in Lampung31. 

Trade activities in the Indonesian Archipelago experienced significant growth 
following the arrival of European powers seeking to acquire spices. At the time, spices 
were highly valuable commodities in global trade. These exchanges were reciprocal: 
foreign merchants came to the Archipelago to obtain spices and other natural 
products, while local traders sought goods not yet produced domestically, such as 
textiles, metalware, and ceramics. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the trade of foreign ceramics in the Archipelago was 
dominated by the VOC. According to the Dagh-Registers, in 1638, the VOC transported 
Chinese ceramics aboard four ships from Taiwan to Indonesia and Europe32. These 
ceramics reflect the intensity of trade during the period. One can trace the historical 
                                                
30 Abd Ghafur. Antropologi Ekonomi. Iqtishodiyah: Jurnal Ekonomi Dan Bisnis Islam. 2022. Vol. 8 (1). P. 3-
4. DOI: https://doi.org/10.55210/iqtishodiyah.v8i1.768  
31 Bukri, Sayuti H., Soepangat, Sukiji. Sejarah Daerah Lampung… P. 65-67; Deventer M.L. van. Geschiedenis 
der Nederlanders op Java. Haarlem: H.D. Tjeenk Willink, 1886. P. 250-270. 
32 Hadimuljono. Beberapa Catatan Tentang Perdagangan Keramik Cina Pada Abad XVI dan XVII di 
Indonesia. Pertemuan Ilmiah Arkeologi II. Jakarta: Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional, 1982. P. 575; 
Surya R.A. VOC and Chinese in Java: Identifying the Migration Motives in the Seventeenth Century. 
European Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences. 2022. Vol. 2 (6). P. 110. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.24018/ejsocial.2022.2.6.354 
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activities associated with their use and distribution through typological studies of 
ceramics. 

Even before establishing the Keratuan Darah Putih in Kalianda, Lampung had 
traded with external regions. Around the 16th century, trading ports were already 
active along the eastern coast of Lampung, connecting the area with foreign markets. 
Trade in Lampung intensified particularly after the Portuguese conquest of Malacca. 
In The Suma Oriental, Tomé Pires noted two regions in Lampung during the 
16th century: Sekampung and Tulangbawang. He referred to these areas not as 
kingdoms but as independent settlements33. 

Exchange or trade activities were closely tied to the spatial organization of 
settlements. These exchanges can be understood from two perspectives: individual 
and collective. It is important to emphasize that collective exchange implies that 
economic activities are embedded within a broader sociopolitical institution. 
Therefore, economic practices reflected the sociopolitical system and mirrored 
cultural patterns. As a result, exchange processes reveal strong connections to 
symbolic meaning, social sophistication, and cultural transformation34. In addition to 
sociopolitical factors, ecological conditions significantly influenced the scale and 
nature of exchange activities. 

In the broader Asian context, evidence of exchange and trade can be traced back as 
early as the fourth or third century BCE. This evidence is demonstrated by 
technological artifacts and early urban settlements, often demarcated by earthen 
ramparts. These modest settlements already displayed signs of basic social 
organization. Structural parallels gradually emerged between political-economic 
systems and regional trade networks in later periods, forming hierarchies among 
various independent sites connected to dynamic and resource-rich hinterlands. The 
hybrid character of many advanced technologies suggests processes of cross-cultural 
contact facilitated through extensive internal and external trade. Trade goods were 
first distributed within nearby local hinterlands before reaching broader networks35. 

The ecological conditions surrounding Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka reflect a 
settlement pattern closely linked to systems of exchange. Bennett Bronson’s study of 
settlement distribution in South Sumatra demonstrates a pattern that follows river 
courses, forming a network of goods exchange. According to Bronson, trade centers 
were typically located upstream at river mouths, at the confluence where a major 
river branches into smaller tributaries, were secondary settlements would be found. 
Tertiary settlements would appear even further inland. At the uppermost reaches – 
beyond the final navigable stretches of the river – were communities of foragers 
whose livelihoods depended on gathering forest products such as rattan, damar resin, 
gold, ivory, rhinoceros horn, and other valuable commodities. These goods were 
transported downstream through tertiary and secondary settlements, eventually 
reaching the main trade centers at the river mouths36. 
                                                
33 Cortesao A. The Suma Oriental of Tome Pires… P. 136-171. 
34 Hodder I. Towards a Contextual Approach to Prehistoric Exchange. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1982. P. 199-211. 
35 Bellina B. Southeast Asian Evidence for Early Maritime Silk Road Exchange and Trade-Related Polities. 
Higham C.F.W., Kim N.C. (Eds.). The Oxford Handbook of Early Southeast Asia. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2022. P. 458-500. 
36 Miksic J.N. Penganalisaan Wilayah dan Pertumbuhan Kebudayaan Tinggi di Sumatra Selatan. Berkala 
Arkeologi. 1984. Vol. 5 (1). P. 10. DOI: https://doi.org/10.30883/jba.v5i1.263 
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This pattern was characterized not only by geographic distribution but also by a 
system of exchange. The locations of the Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites at river 
junctions illustrates a dendritic settlement model. Economically, exchanges between 
Lampung, particularly at Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka, and the outside world may 
have occurred through reciprocal, redistributive, or traditional market mechanisms37. 

Historical sources frequently highlight that pepper was a highly sought-after 
commodity in the global market. Banten served as a redistribution hub for pepper 
exports to China and Europe, sourcing the spice from its vassal territories. Banten’s 
role as a pepper trading center had been established since the era of the Sundanese 
Kingdom, before the rise of Islamic sultanates38. The peak of the pepper trade 
occurred during the reign of Sultan Abdul Mufahir Mahmud Abdul Qadir, also known 
as Abdul Qadir Kenari, who in 1603 exported 259,200 pounds of pepper along with 
8,440 sacks to European markets. Later, in 1618, ten ships – each weighing 1,000 and 
1,500 tons – arrived from China to collect pepper39. 

Settlement activities and exchange with foreign parties have long been part of the 
history of the Lampung people. Archaeological features such as fortifications, burial 
sites, and the distribution of artifact remains reinforce historical evidence that the 
Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka sites were inhabited during the early period of 
Banten’s control over Lampung. 

The typology of artifacts discovered at these sites provides insights into the 
community’s various activities at the time. These artifacts include bowls, plates, 
storage jars, water jars (kendi), and other domestic utensils. This diversity of material 
culture not only reflects daily life and habitation but also indicates a level of 
connectivity between the local population and other regions. According to historical 
sources, during the early phase of Banten’s rule in Lampung, the exchange of goods 
was channeled through Banten. Several ceramic fragments identified as originating 
from China, East Asia, and Europe suggest that trade networks at the time extended 
across these regions. Additionally, the discovery of square-holed Chinese coins 
(kepeng) at Benteng Saksi and Kuripan Saka provides compelling evidence of 
historical interactions between Lampung and the broader East and Southeast Asian 
world. 

Internal conflict within the Sultanate of Banten significantly affected global trade 
activities in the Lampung region. The Keratuan Darah Putih, which was genealogically 
linked to Sultan Hasanuddin, aligned itself with Sultan Ageng Tirtayasa and refused to 
cooperate with the VOC. The Keratuan Darah Putih’s political stance was reflected in 
the relocation of their settlement from Benteng Saksi, located upstream along the Wai 
Sekampung River, to the interior slopes of Mount Rajabasa. The shift in settlement 
pattern indicates a strategic move away from the eastern coastal riverine trade 
routes, suggesting a preference for the western coast of Sumatra as a new gateway for 
international trade. 
                                                
37 Saptono N. Model Pertukaran Lampung – Banten Pada Abad ke-16-18. Harkantiningsih N.T. (Ed.). 
Perdagangan dan Pertukaran Masa Prasejarah – Kolonial. Jatinangor: Alqaprint, 2010. P. 82-94. 
38 Syukron Jauhar Fuad Faizin. Spices and Diplomacy of the Banten Sultanate with Foreign Kingdoms in 
the 16th–19th Century. Journal of Islamic History and Manuscript. 2023. Vol. 2 (2). P. 161-180. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.24090/jihm.v2i2.9362 
39 Hamid A.R. The Dynamics of Lampung Pepper Trade Network in 16th–18th Century. Buletin Al-Turas. 
2024. Vol. 30 (2). P. 145-160. DOI: https://doi.org/10.15408/bat.v30i2.39317; Nurhakim L., 
Fadillah M.A. Politik Ekonomi Banten di Lampung… P. 257-274. 
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On Sumatra’s west coast, the British established several trading posts, most 
notably in Bengkulu (formerly Bencoolen)40. The British first arrived in Bengkulu in 
1647, and in 1685, the British East India Company (EIC) formally established a 
pepper trading center. Bencoolen (or Coolen) is believed to have derived from the 
English term ‘Cut Land’, referring to its seismically active terrain. Under the 
leadership of Ralph Ord and William Cowley, the EIC expedition sought a new pepper 
trading hub following the VOC’s takeover of the Port of Banten, which resulted in the 
British being banned from trading there. A treaty signed with the Selebar Kingdom on 
12 July 1685 granted the British permission to construct a fort and several trading 
buildings, marking the formal establishment of British presence in the region. 

Between 1756 and 1763, the global struggle for dominance between Britain and 
France culminated in the Seven Years’ War, which extended into colonial territories 
across Asia. British holdings in South and Southeast Asia, including Bengkulu, were 
targeted by French forces. During the conflict, the French fleet under Comte d’Estaing 
successfully occupied parts of the West Sumatran coast, including Fort Marlborough, 
which served as the center of British trade operations. French control in Bengkulu 
ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris on 10 February 1763, an agreement 
between Britain, France, and Spain. The treaty required France to relinquish its 
colonial claims in India, including the Bengkulu Residency, to the British. Although 
the Anglo-Dutch conflict with France did not cease permanently, the Dutch East 
Indies remained a contested territory. By 1811, the British had gained control of Java 
under Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles, who served as lieutenant governor from 1811 to 
181641. The discovery of a British United East India Company (EIC) coin at the 
Kuripan Saka site strongly indicates trade relations between the Keratuan Darah 
Putih and European markets via the EIC. 

During the early period of Banten’s rule in Lampung, the Keratuan Darah Putih held 
a privileged position. Several copper charters issued by Banten to various Lampung 
communities outlined mutual defense agreements and required these groups to supply 
global trade commodities for Banten. However, such obligations were not included in 
the Kuripan Charter addressed specifically to the Keratuan Darah Putih. At that time, 
international trade in Lampung was largely restricted and channeled exclusively 
through Banten. During the reigns of Sultan Hasanuddin and Sultan Ageng Tirtayasa, 
the Keratuan Darah Putih appeared to enjoy a relatively liberal trade arrangement, 
even though the trade still passed through Banten. When Sultan Haji ascended the 
throne under VOC influence, the Keratuan Darah Putih rejected the VOC monopoly. 
Previously accustomed to free trade, the Keratuan Darah Putih refused to operate 
under VOC-imposed restrictions. As a result, they shifted their trade orientation to the 
west coast of Sumatra. They established direct trade relations with the British East 
India Company to maintain access to open, global markets. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

The system of exchange and trade in the 17th–18th centuries in South Lampung was 
significantly shaped by the political authority of the Banten Sultanate. Initially 
                                                
40 Wijaya D.N. Thomas Stamford Raffles di Bengkulu: Politisi Atau Ilmuwan? Paramita – Historical Studies 
Journal. 2017. Vol. 27 (1). P. 50-62. 
41 Herlina N. Bengkulu; Sebelum dan Sesudah Traktat London. Jurnal Kajian Budaya Dan Humaniora. 
2024. Vol. 6 (2). P. 103-109; Wijaya D.N. Thomas Stamford Raffles di Bengkulu… P. 50-62. 



MODERN TIMES 399 

established through alliances with local leaders, the Sultanate increasingly sought to 
control pepper production and distribution. The people of the Keratuan Darah Putih, 
genealogically linked to the Sultan of Banten, were granted exceptional status, 
including exemption from forced pepper cultivation. 

When internal political strife within Banten led to the dominance of the Dutch East 
India Company (VOC), the Keratuan Darah Putih resisted the shift toward 
monopolistic trade. In response, they redirected their international trading activities 
to the west coast of Sumatra, establishing independent ties with the English East 
India Company (EIC). Archaeological findings, such as EIC coins at Kuripan Saka, 
substantiate this commercial transition and confirm the active agency of local 
political institutions. 

Furthermore, material evidence, including Chinese ceramics, Chinese square-holed 
coins (kepeng), and household pottery fragments – alongside oral traditions – 
demonstrates long-standing trade practices, adaptive settlement patterns, and 
multiple forms of commodity exchange. These included reciprocal, redistributive, and 
traditional market exchanges. Through a combined archaeological and historical 
approach, this study affirms the role of South Lampung not merely as a peripheral 
region under Banten’s rule but as an active node within the maritime trade networks 
of Southeast Asia. 
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